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trenching tools; with only a field train of artillery, and a few mortars; the General made the best dispositions for attack which the occasion presented.* Gabions, ranged abreast, and filled up with snow, with water poured upon it until it was thoroughly frozen, formed the only intrenchments;f and by incessant labor and perseverance, they succeeded in throwing up a breast work opposite to the gate of St. Louis, four hundred yards distant from the walls, for the artillery, while Montgomery, with the major part of the army, sat down opposite to the citadel of Cape Diamond; some mortars had also been placed in the suburbs of St. Roques. From the ice battery, upon which was mounted five guns and a howitzer, Capt. Lamb commenced a well sustained but ineffectual fire upon the walls. This was returned by the heavy artillery of the fortress, with ample usury: the brittle barriers were shivered at every discharge; some of the guns were dismounted, and rendered useless, while scarcely any impression was made upon the ramparts of the enemy.
The commander of the artillery was exceedingly annoyed by one particular gun from the town, the position of which he marked by its ranging with the tower of a church, which at each Discharge, scattered his fragile defenses in every direction. On one occasion, a shot frorp this piece struck the muzzle of one of his own guns, and splintered a piece of metal from it; and scarcely had it been repointed and discharged, when the next shot from the town dismounted this identical gun.J For five successive days and nights, the garrison were kept on the alert, by the shot and shells of this battery; and although very slight damage was done to the wall by the balls, the town was fired by the shells in many places. Gen- Montgomery, in the hope that the citizens were disaffected, now summoned the garrison to surrender; but the flag was firecl upon, and ordered back. In
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